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that the spirits inhabiting the profaned place would avenge
themselves upon the village, causing all sorts of evil to fall
upon it, for not having protected their retreat from sacrilegious
hands. When an epidemic or a case of death occurs of which
the medicine-men cannot explain the origin, these sages
attribute the calamity to a profanation of the sacred grove.
The fear of being stricken to death by the spirits for such a
profanation rouses the usually gentle and peaceful Moi to a
fury in which he is capable of any violence. Whenever such
a profanation actually takes place, the medicine-man fixes a
certain number of animals which are to be sacrificed for the
purpose of appeasing the offended spirits. And when the
French Government undertakes some public work, such as
the opening of a road or the construction of a canal, which
involves the destruction of a sacred grove, the villagers offer
important sacrifices before they allow the least morsel of the
sacred wood to be cut.1
In San Cristoval, one of the Solomon Islands, there are
sacred groves which are believed to be haunted by ghosts
or spirits. They are called " villages of the dead," and the
people believe that if a man goes through one of them his
soul will be left behind there. Generally such a place is a
thicket of a bamboo called *au bungu, which is always sacred,
and one large tree, usually a maranurit a large tree with
white flowers. When one such sacred grove was cut down
by a planter the awe-struck natives waited to see what would
happen, as a consequence of such profanation. In this par-
ticular grove near Hawaa a winged serpent was supposed to
appear, changing from a man to a serpent and causing sores
and illness to any who profaned the spot. Sacrifices of pigs
and pudding were offered here. At other sacred groves, on
the north coast of the island, passers-by used to lay down
offerings of money.2
In the island of Yap, the inhabitants of which belong to
the Micronesian family, there are sacred groves in which it is
forbidden to cut wood. It is thought that the spirit of the
grove would visit with severe punishment any profane person
1 J.    Canivey,    " Notice   sur   les    iv. (1913) pp. 27 sqq.
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